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Headline Data 
Headline Financial Inputs to Afghanistan 

Cost of War and Development and Fund Control 
US$2.3Trillion with 1.3% Of That Controlled By Afghan Government 

Table 1. Cost of War and Development Spending in Afghanistan 2002-2021 (US$’m current) 

 
Source: Data drawn from SIGIR quarterly reports, Watson Institute and OECD DAC CRS. Nb. ODA excludes reported ODA for the US, with development spending included in SIGAR 
purpose/group classifications. Watson Institute estimates of additional war spending over and above SIGIR figures are annualised through modelling.  
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Table 2. Estimates of Amount of Funds Controlled by the Afghan Government Systems (US$’m current and %) – 2002-2019 

 
Source: Estimate version 1 is OECD CRS use figures of aid flowing through public sector channel. Version 2 uses grants received and recorded on accounts. Under this estimate the proportion 
under control of government reduces to 1.1%. Estimate 3 is based on general and sector budget support. The amount reduces to 0.1%.  

Table 3. Top 15 Biggest Donors Funding the Cost of War and Development Spending in Afghanistan 2002-2021 (% Share of Yearly Totals) 

 
Excludes Military Spending from Non-US NATO members 

 

Item 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019 Grand Total
Est. of ODA through Government Accounts -            -            64             296           789           1,569        1,957        2,170        2,339        2,535        2,743        2,149        2,179        1,965        1,915        1,749        1,834        2,070        28,324        
Total of WAR and Development Funds 58,503     35,134     30,889     35,205     38,337     46,564     89,818     128,482   208,583   261,613   266,600   219,076   167,662   131,499   106,081   113,494   98,333     105,360   2,141,233  
Est. of ODA through Government Accounts - %   0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.8% 2.1% 3.4% 2.2% 1.7% 1.1% 1.0% 1.0% 1.0% 1.3% 1.5% 1.8% 1.5% 1.9% 2.0% 1.3%

Version 1: Public Sector Channel Estimate
Item 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  Total
Est. of ODA through Government Accounts -            -            0.1            0.3            0.8            1.6            2.0            2.2            2.3            2.5            2.7            2.1            2.2            2.0            1.9            1.7            1.8            2.1            28.3            
Total of WAR and Development Funds 58.5          35.1          30.9          35.2          38.3          46.6          89.8          128.5        208.6        261.6        266.6        219.1        167.7        131.5        106.1        113.5        98.3          105.4        2,141.2       
% of ODA through Government Accounts 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.8% 2.1% 3.4% 2.2% 1.7% 1.1% 1.0% 1.0% 1.0% 1.3% 1.5% 1.8% 1.5% 1.9% 2.0% 1.3%

Version 2: Government Grants on Accounts Estimate
Item 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  Total
Est. of ODA through Government Accounts 0.3            0.2            0.2            0.2            0.2            0.3            0.5            0.7            1.2            1.4            1.4            2.5            2.1            2.1            2.1            2.6            3.0            2.3            23.3            
Total of WAR and Development Funds 58.5          35.1          30.9          35.2          38.3          46.6          89.8          128.5        208.6        261.6        266.6        219.1        167.7        131.5        106.1        113.5        98.3          105.4        2,141.2       
% of ODA through Government Accounts 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.6% 0.5% 0.5% 1.2% 1.2% 1.6% 2.0% 2.3% 3.0% 2.2% 1.1%

Version 3: Budget Support Disbursed
Item 2002 2003 2004 2005 2006 2007 2008 2009 2010 2011 2012 2013 2014 2015 2016 2017 2018 2019  Total
Est. of ODA through Government Accounts -            -            0.1            0.1            0.0            0.2            0.0            0.1            0.0            0.0            0.0            0.1            -            0.0            0.0            0.2            0.2            0.2            1.3              
Total of WAR and Development Funds 58.5          35.1          30.9          35.2          38.3          46.6          89.8          128.5        208.6        261.6        266.6        219.1        167.7        131.5        106.1        113.5        98.3          105.4        2,141.2       
% of ODA through Government Accounts 0.0% 0.0% 0.3% 0.2% 0.1% 0.4% 0.0% 0.1% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.0% 0.2% 0.2% 0.2% 0.1%

United States 
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Table 4. Top 15 Biggest Donors Funding the Cost of War and Development Spending in Afghanistan 2002-2021 US$m current) 

 
Excludes Military Spending from Non-US Nato members 

  

United States 
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Resourcing 
Over-Aiding and Absorptive Capacity Problems 

Table 5. Government Expenditure and Official Development Assistance by Function - 2010-2021 (US$’m current) 

 
Source: MoF and OECD DAC CRS 
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Table 6. Official Development Assistance as a Proportion of Government Expenditure by Function and Aid Channel – 2010-2019 

 

 
Source: MoF and OECD DAC CRS 
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Table 7. Official Development Assistance by Function as Proportion of GDP – 2002-2019 

 
Source: MoF and WDI data 

Table 8. Official Development Assistance Per Capita by Function – 2002-2019 (US$) 

 
Source: MoF and NSIA data 
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Table 9. Official Development Assistance by Donor – 2002-2019 (US$ & %) 

 
Excludes war funds 
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Table 10. Government Expenditure by Function as Proportion of GDP – 2010-2020 

 
Source: MoF and WDI data 

Table 11. Government Expenditure Per Capita by Function – 2010-2020 (US$) 

 
Source: MoF and NSIA data 



10 
DRAFT  

Table 12. ODA Grants through the Government V’s Aid Channels (2010-2019) - US$’000 

 
Nb: $20.7b of grants from foreign governments and international organisations went through the Government accounting system between 2010 and 2019. This represents 58% of all ODA sent 
through public sector ($16.9band multilateral channels for the same period. From 2017 the Afghan government’s accounting system tracked grants from foreign governments and 
multilaterals separately. More funds actually received from governments compared to that reported as a public sector channel for ODA was observable ($4.0b reported compared to $4.7b 
received). There was less money received through multilaterals ($5.5b reported $3.2b received).    
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Fiscal Fairness 
Unfair Sharing of Resources Among the Provinces 

Table 13. Fiscal Fairness: Government Expenditure by Province – 2010-2021 (US$’m) 

 
Source: MoF 



12 
DRAFT  

Figure 1. Fiscal Fairness: Government Expenditure by Province – 2010-2021 (US$’m) 

 
Source: MoF 
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Figure 2. Fiscal Fairness: Total Government Expenditure between 2010-2021 by Province 

 
Source: MoF 
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Figure 3. Fiscal Fairness - District Expenditure Maps: 2010 and 2020 (AFN ’m) 

  
Source: MoF 
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Table 14. Fiscal Fairness: Government Expenditure Per-Capita by Province – 2010-2020 (US$) 

 
Source: MoF and NSIA 
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Figure 4. Fiscal Fairness and Volatility: Provincial Expenditure Per Capita - 2010-2020  
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Figure 5. Fiscal Fairness: Expenditure Per Capita between 2010-2020 by Province 

 
Source: MoF and NSIA 
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Figure 6. Fiscal Fairness Heat Map: Expenditure Per Capita between 2010 by Province (US$) 
    2010          2020 

  
Source: MoF and NSIA 
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Headline Outcomes from Financial Inputs 

Deaths 
157,052 people killed: 64,124 national civil defence personnel, 43,074 Afghan civilians and 42,100 Opposition Fighters, 6,118 US Government, and 1,145 
US Allied personnel and 491 humanitarian, NGO, and Media Workers 

 
Source: Watson https://watson.brown.edu/costsofwar/figures/2019/direct-war-death-toll-2001-801000 
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Poverty 
Large Increase in Poverty Rate Between 2007 To 2016, Then Large Decreases From 2016 to 2021 but with Large Provincial Disparities 

Figure 7. National Poverty Rate (Average Provincial) – 2007-2021 

 
Source: NSIA 

Figure 8. National Poverty Levels – 2007-2021 

 
Source: NSIA 
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Table 15. Poverty Rates by Province - 2007-2021 

 
Source: NSIA 
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Figure 9. Poverty Rates by Province - 2007-2021 

 
Source: NSIA 
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Figure 10. Provincial Poverty Heat Maps 2007 and 2021 
2007       2021 

 
Source: NSIA 
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National Accounts 
GDP Per Capita Almost Doubled Between 2002 and 2012 and Then Stabilized  

Figure 11. GDP Per Capita (Constant 2010 US$) – 2002-2020 

 

Figure 12. Industry Including Consturction, Value Added (Constant 2010 US$) 2002-2020 
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Figure 13. Manufacturing, Value Added (Constant 2010 US$) 2002-2020 
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Education 
Doubling of Literacy Rates, All Children Going to Primary School Up From A Quarter, 40% Of Girls Go To Secondary School Up From Negligible, Tertiary 
Enrolments Reach 10% Up From Negligible 

Figure 14. Literacy Rate 1997 to 2018 

 
Figure 15. Primay School Enrollment (% Gross) - 1970-2018 

 



27 
DRAFT  

Figure 16. Female Secondary School Enrollment (% Gross) - 1970-2018 

 
Figure 17. Tertiary School Enrollment (% Gross) - 1970-2018 
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Health 
Attended Births Up To 60% From Negligible, Number of Maternal Deaths Plummet, Under-5 Deaths Plummet, New-borns Protected Against Tetanus, 
Malaria Plummets, Hunger Plummets, Stunting Plummets, Under 5 Childhood Anaemia Plummets 

Figure 18. Births Attended by Skilled Health Staff (%) - 2000-2018 

 
Figure 19. Number of Maternal Deaths 2000-2018 
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Figure 20. Number of Under-Five Deaths - 1967-2019 

 
 

Figure 21. Newborns Protected Against Tetanus (%) 1980-2019 
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Figure 22. Incidence of Malaria (per 1000 population at risk – around half the population) - 2000-2018 

 

Figure 23. Prevalence of Undernourishment (% of thePopulation) 2001-2019 
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Figure 24. Prevalence of Stunting – height for age (% of children under 5) - 1997-2018 

 

Figure 25. Prevalence of Anemia Among Children (% of children ages 6-59 months) - 2000-2018 
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Gender 
80% Of Women Believe It’s Ok to Beat Wives - Down From 90%, Child Brides Down from Over 40% To Below 30% 

Figure 26. Women Who Believe a Husband is Justified in Beating his Wife (Any of the 5 Reasons) (%) - 2011-2015 

 
Nb. 5 reasons: i) arguing with husband; ii) burns food; iii) goes out without telling husband; iv) neglects children; v) refuses sex. 
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Figure 27. Child Brides: Women Who Were First Married by Age 18 - 2008-2017 

 

Figure 28. Proportion of Seats Held by Women in National Parliament - 2005-2020 
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Financial Sector 
Access to ATMs and Financial Services Skyrockets   

Figure 29. ATMs per 1,000 Adults 

 

Figure 30. Account Ownership at a Financial Institution or with a mobile-money service provider (% of population 15+) 
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Energy 
Access to Electricity Skyrockets 

Figure 31. Access to Electricity (% of Population) 
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Agriculture 
Crop Production and Aquaculture Skyrocket 

Figure 32. Crop Production Index (2014-2016=100) 

 

Figure 33. Aquaculture Production (Metric Tons) – 1969-2018 
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Infrastructure 
Country Opens Up Massively to Air Travel and People Start Using the Internet and Phones 

Figure 34. Air Transport, Passengers Carried 1970-2019 

 

Figure 35. Individuals Using the Internet (% of Population) – 1990-2015 
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Figure 36. Mobile Cellular Subscriptions) – 1969-2018 
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Social Protection 
Unemployment Improvements Over 2 Cycles 

Figure 37. Unemployment (% of Total Labour Force) - ILO 

 

  



40 
DRAFT  

Corruption and Development and Fiduciary Risks 
Initial Improvement in Corruption Risks – But From A Very Low Base – Little Improvement Since 2005 – Lack of Focus on Where Corruption Originates 
and Accountability Bodies 

Figure 38. Development/Corruption Risks Trends 1996-2020 
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Figure 39. Systemic Development/Corruption Risks 2020 
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Figure 40. Follow-The-Money Corruption Cycle Development Risks Over the Period 2017-20 
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Figure 41. Follow-The-Money Corruption Cycle Estimates of Annual Efficiency Losses from Development Risks Over the Period 2017-20 
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Figure 42. Security Sector Trends US$ 

 

Table 16. Security Sector Actuals Expenditures US$m 
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